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Pre-Reading After Reading
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Background Information

Amira's journey through life and loss teaches her that family is more than blood.

Visual Vocabulary

This vocabulary guide was created with English language learners in mind. This table
flags Tier 2 vocabulary words in every chapter. This guide includes the definitions in
context, as well as images and examples from the text.

Trivia Questions

This is a ready-made student worksheet that can be given as a check for understanding
after students have finished the book. You can also gamify the trivia questions, making
this a small group activity. Answers:1.C; 2.B;3.C; 4. B

| Click here for reading comprehension worksheets and graphic organizers.
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Vocabulary Guide

Word Definition Image Example
_ “I had a dream about that red
wardrobe a tall closet or cabinet, or a monster and saw it peeking
(noun) small room where clothes through my wardrobe when |
are kept woke up.” (ch 1)
hustles to push or prod roughly, “| ask to inspect her head for
(verb) especially so as to hurry a aliens, but she just hustles me
person into the car.” (ch 1)
impact unpleasant situation expanding my lungs, bracing
(idiom) for impact.” (ch 1)
. @ “She is clapping and muttering
ml:\fzig;"g to speak in a low tone that is ‘% praises to herself, then she
hard to understand pauses for a moment and turns
tome.” (ch 1)
immigrated | to come to live in a country 8 “They immigrated from
(verb) where one was not born South Korea, but don't say
when.” (ch 1)
random made or done without “She moves in with her
(adjective) purpose or pattern mother on a random Monday
in May."” (ch 1)
chanting saying something “I hear frenzied chanting in
(verb) rhythmically or repetitively the hallway.” (ch 1)
surge a sudden rush or rise “The distant sound of sirens
(noun) rings through the air, and |

feel a surge of hope.” (ch 1)

Definitions were created by Achieve the Core's Academic Word Finder by Student Achievement Partners.




$ storyshares Reader Trivia

Name: Date:

Multiple Choice

Read the questions carefully. Choose the answer that fits the question best.

1. How does Amira's understanding of 3. What was the main point of conflict
“family” evolve from childhood to between Mr. and Mrs. Gu regarding
adulthood in the text? Naomi's mother's request?

A. She maintains that only blood relatives are A. Whether to invite Naomi's mother to
family. dinner.

B. She believes only legal decisions define B. Whether to allow pets in the building.
family. C. Whether Naomi should reconnect with her
C. She learns that family can be chosen, not mother who previously abandoned her.

just defined by blood. D. Whether Naomi should change

D. She rejects the idea of family entirely. apartments.

2. Why did Amira stop drawing after her 4. What does the final artwork Naomi
father left? creates symbolize at the end of the story?
A. Because her mother forbade her from A. Aliteral representation of her relatives
drawing. overseas.

B. Because tearing up the family drawing B. A chosen family bound by love and
symbolized her loss and shattered sense of support, not by a building or blood.

home. C. Adream she had about her mother.

C. Because she preferred sports instead. D. An abstract depiction of fire and

D. Because she lost all her art supplies. destruction.

Written Response to Reading

How do Amira’s experiences with both her biological family and her later chosen family
influence her understanding of what it means to belong? (Amird’s experiences from both her
biological family and her chosen family influence her understanding of what it means to belong
because...)

Text analysis conducted using Cathoven Language Hub (hub.cathoven.com).



