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HAPPY TEACHING,

Caroline grows up on a small farm in North Carolina. She learns that change is inevitable
but not always bad; some of the best things in life are completely unexpected.

This is a ready-made student worksheet that can be given as a check for understanding
after students have finished the book. You can also gamify the trivia questions, making
this a small group activity. Answers: 1. A; 2. A; 3. B; 4. A

This vocabulary guide was created with English language learners in mind. This table
flags Tier 2 vocabulary words in every chapter. This guide includes the definitions in
context, as well as images and examples from the text.

Share background
information.

Introduce the
vocabulary to the
students. Discuss
meanings. Click here for
an instructional
routine for vocabulary.

Share the written
response to reading
prompt ahead of time as
the focus for reading.

Encourage students to
read a chapter of the
text independently or in
pairs.

Students can complete
the trivia worksheet or
make it into a game!
Either way, make time to
review answers.

Students complete the
written response to
reading prompt.

https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/reading-comprehension-worksheets-resources
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines


In the Pines by Jennie Ford

Vocabulary Guide

Definitions were created by Achieve the Core’s Academic Word Finder by Student Achievement Partners.

barren
(adjective)

“It sat across a big, barren
tobacco field.” (ch 2)

lagoon
(noun)

strained
(verb)

a small body of water
separated from a larger
body by a narrow piece of
and

stretched to the limit

“It had the look of a peaceful,
inviting lagoon.” (ch 5)

“I strained my eyes to look as
far into the darkness as I
could.” (ch 5)

too poor of a quality to be
able to grow anything

wisps
(noun)

“Wisps of wind sent the smell
of ivory soap from Granny...”
(ch 1)

a small, thin amount of
something

attire
(noun)

“She had on her garden attire:
flowered gloves, a big straw
hat...” (ch 1)

clothing and gear

transition
(noun)

a change from one state of
being or place to another

“Her transition to life with
me on the farm and her new
daycare had gone very
smoothly.” (ch 10)

inheritance
(noun)

money or property that is
given to you legally when a
relative dies

“What about my
inheritance?” (ch 9)

stray
(verb)

“He didn't stray very far from
his recliner these days...” (ch 1)

to wander from



Name: Date:

Multiple Choice

1. Which of the following best explains Caroline's
emotional response to Papa's death?
A. She is mostly crying for Granny, as she feels Papa is
finally freed from his suffering.
B. She is unaffected and feels numb, unable to
understand the loss.
C. She decides to run away because she cannot face
the grief.
D. She feels betrayed by Papa for leaving her and
Granny alone.

2. What is the main reason Caroline gives Suzanne
the entire savings account in exchange for a
promise?
A. To ensure Suzanne would not try to claim the farm
or property, preserving Caroline's future security.
B. Because she believes Suzanne is more deserving of
the money due to her hardships.
C. To punish Suzanne for past behavior and drive her
away.
D. Because she does not want to have any inheritance
herself.

3. How does Caroline’s relationship with Rachel
develop during Suzanne’s prolonged absence?
A. Caroline feels burdened by Rachel and avoids
spending time with her.
B. Rachel easily adapts to life with Caroline, rarely
mentioning her mother, and the two form a close
bond.
C. Rachel is sent to a neighbor and rarely sees
Caroline.
D. Rachel constantly cries for her mother and resists
Caroline's care.

4. In the end, why does Caroline feel at peace
about staying on the farm?
A. She realizes her happiness comes from her life
with Rachel and Tim, making her home on the farm
feel right and fulfilling.
B. She has nowhere else to go and is forced to stay.
C. Because Edna insists that she stay and help on her
family’s land.
D. Because she cannot afford to leave after giving
Suzanne all the money.

Written Response to Reading

Reader Trivia

Read the questions carefully. Choose the answer that fits the question best.

How did Caroline fulfill her promise to Granny by the end of the story? (Caroline fulfilled her
promise to Granny by...)
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Text analysis conducted using Cathoven Language Hub (hub.cathoven.com).


