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HAPPY TEACHING,

When Simon's parents aren't at school to pick him up, he doesn't worry. They work a lot, and
he's good at being home alone. Still, when one day alone turns into three, Simon starts to
worry. Luckily, a nice old lady lives next to him. She gives him peaches and orange juice, but
the lesson he learns from her isn't nearly as sweet.

This is a ready-made student worksheet that can be given as a check for understanding
after students have finished the book. You can also gamify the trivia questions, making
this a small group activity. Answers: 1. B; 2. A; 3. D; 4. A

This vocabulary guide was created with English language learners in mind. This table
flags Tier 2 vocabulary words in every chapter. This guide includes the definitions in
context, as well as images and examples from the text.

Share background
information.

Introduce the
vocabulary to the
students. Discuss
meanings. Click here for
an instructional
routine for vocabulary.

Share the written
response to reading
prompt ahead of time as
the focus for reading.

Encourage students to
read a chapter of the
text independently or in
pairs.

Students can complete
the trivia worksheet or
make it into a game!
Either way, make time to
review answers.

Students complete the
written response to
reading prompt.

https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/reading-comprehension-worksheets-resources
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines


Baby Teeth by Lenora Murphy

Vocabulary Guide

Definitions were created by Achieve the Core’s Academic Word Finder by Student Achievement Partners.

spare
(adjective)

an item that is put aside for
future use

I had to take off my backpack
and dig out the spare key...
(ch 6)

realized
(verb)

eventually
(adverb)

tough
(adjective)

gasped
(verb)

to understand completely 

in the end, especially after a
long delay, dispute, or series
of problems

hard to break; strong;
lasting a long time

to briefly take in air through
the mouth, because of
surprise or difficulty
breathing

But I realized that I had left
my lunchbox at school
again.
(ch 6)

...he didn’t want to tell me at
first, but eventually he did.
(ch 9)

The other hard candies were
too tough to bite.
(ch 10)

“...what are you doing here?”
she gasped...
(ch 11)



Name: Date:

Multiple Choice

1. What does Simon do after getting
locked out of his home?
A.  Shouts for someone to let him in
B. Tries to remember where he left his key
C. Contacts a locksmith for assistance
D. Decides to go ask Mrs. Lisa for help

2.  In Chapter 4, how does Simon
respond to being bullied with spitballs?
A. He retaliates by spitting them back.
B. He ignores the spitballs completely.
C. He changes seats to avoid the bully.
D. He informs Miss Ellie immediately.

3.  What is Simon's reaction to finding
out his parents have gone back to
Mexico in Chapter 14?
A. He starts planning to join his parents.
B. He feels relief that his parents are
home.
C. He expresses anger and shock.
D. He is confused.

4. Why does Simon wish for a billion
dollars from the tooth fairy?
A. To bring his parents back
B. To afford a large shopping spree
C. To purchase a plane ticket for a vacation
D. To buy a new school and have a fresh
start

Written Response to Reading

Reader Trivia

Read the questions carefully. Choose the answer that fits the question best.

What realization did Simon have about his parents after talking with Mrs. Lisa?
(Simon realized that...)
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Text analysis conducted using Cathoven Language Hub (hub.cathoven.com).


