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How to Use Storyshares Teacher Resources & Student Activities

HAPPY TEACHING,

When Chioma brings her boyfriend home to meet her parents, things go very awry.
How can her family not see past his race?

This is a ready-made student worksheet that can be given as a check for understanding
after students have finished the book. You can also gamify the trivia questions, making
this a small group activity. Answers: 1. D; 2. C; 3. D; 4. B

This vocabulary guide was created with English language learners in mind. This table
flags Tier 2 vocabulary words in every chapter. This guide includes the definitions in
context, as well as images and examples from the text.

Share background
information.

Introduce the
vocabulary to the
students. Discuss
meanings. Click here for
an instructional
routine for vocabulary.

Share the written
response to reading
prompt ahead of time as
the focus for reading.

Encourage students to
read a chapter of the
text independently or in
pairs.

Students can complete
the trivia worksheet or
make it into a game!
Either way, make time to
review answers.

Students complete the
written response to
reading prompt.

https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/reading-comprehension-worksheets-resources
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines


Across the Waters by Phoebe Angaye

Vocabulary Guide

Definitions were created by Achieve the Core’s Academic Word Finder by Student Achievement Partners.

expose
(verb)

make (something) visible by
uncovering it

Her satin black head cap falls
back to expose dainty silver
hairs.
(ch 1)

support
(noun)

cursed
(adjective)

offended
(adjective)

impresses
(verb)

practically
(adverb)

pierced
(verb)

traditional
(adjective

a source of comfort or
encouragement

to be afflicted with

resentful or annoyed,
typically as a result of a
perceived insult

make (someone) feel
admiration and respect

virtually; almost

(of the ears, nose, or other
part of the body) having had
a hole made so as to wear
jewelry

following or belonging to the
customs or ways of
behaving that have
continued in a group 

I squeeze his hand in
support.
(ch 3)

“They’ve been cursed,
Chioma,” he says, and I try
not to scream.
(ch 6)

“So, why were your parents
so offended by me doing
art as my major?”
(ch 8)

My major also impresses
the African aunties at family
reunions sniffing for gossip.
(ch 8)

We’re both practically
racing to get dressed.
(ch 9)

While Darius has only
pierced his ear, Mr. Smith
has pierced both ears...
(ch 11)

“...They wanted to give me a
traditional name.”
(ch 11)



Name: Date:

Multiple Choice

1. Why do Chioma's parents disapprove
of her relationship with Darius?
A.  They dislike Darius's decision to major
in art.
B. They believe she is not serious about
her studies.
C. They are concerned about Darius's
ability to support her financially.
D. They have cultural biases against
African Americans.

2. Why did Darius invite Chioma to meet
his parents?
A.  To introduce Chioma to his culture.
B. To seek validation from his parents.
C. To prove to Chioma that he values their
relationship.
D. Because Chioma pressured him into it.

3. What does Chioma realize at the lake
with Darius?
A. She should learn how to swim.
B. Darius will eventually come around to
her parents' ways.
C. She needs to compromise more in her
relationship.
D. They can never truly be together.

4. Why does Darius's relationship with
Chioma start to fall apart?
A. Her parents convinced her to leave him.
B. Darius expressed dislike for Chioma's
culture.
C. Chioma decided to focus on her studies
instead.
D. Darius refused to meet Chioma's
expectations.

Written Response to Reading

Reader Trivia

Read the questions carefully. Choose the answer that fits the question best.

How does Mr. Smith's behavior at dinner affect Chioma? (Mr Smith’s behavior affects
Chioma by...)
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Text analysis conducted using Cathoven Language Hub (hub.cathoven.com).


