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HAPPY TEACHING,

Malala Yousafzai grew up in Pakistan where many girls couldn’t go to school. She spoke
up for education and was hurt by the Taliban. She survived and kept fighting for girls’
right to learn. She won the Nobel Peace Prize and helps girls worldwide go to school.
Her story shows one person can change the world.

This is a ready-made student worksheet that can be given as a check for understanding
after students have finished the book. You can also gamify the trivia questions, making
this a small group activity. Answers: 1. B; 2. D; 3. A; 4. B

This vocabulary guide was created with English language learners in mind. This table
flags Tier 2 vocabulary words in every chapter. This guide includes the definitions in
context, as well as images and examples from the text.

Share background
information.

Introduce the
vocabulary to the
students. Discuss
meanings. Click here for
an instructional
routine for vocabulary.

Share the written
response to reading
prompt ahead of time as
the focus for reading.

Encourage students to
read a chapter of the
text independently or in
pairs.

Students can complete
the trivia worksheet or
make it into a game!
Either way, make time to
review answers.

Students complete the
written response to
reading prompt.

https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/reading-comprehension-worksheets-resources
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines


The Girl Who Stood Up by Vittoria Araujo E Silva

Vocabulary Guide

Definitions were created by Achieve the Core’s Academic Word Finder by Student Achievement Partners.

inspired 
(verb)

tto cause confident feelings
in

She inspired Afghan fighters
in battles against British
troops in 1880. (ch 1)

traditions
(noun)

radical
(adjective)

critical
(adjective)

international
(adjective)

global
(adjective)

activism
(noun)

surviving
(verb)

special ways of doing things
that people in a group or
family have done for a long
time

a very new or different idea
that changes how people
usually think or do things

vof the nature of a crisis;
serious or dangerous

of or having to do with what
happens between two or
more countries

relating to the whole world

actions or efforts to make
positive changes in the
world, especially about
important causes.

making it through
something very hard or
dangerous

 It was rich in culture and
deep traditions. (ch 1)

It was filled with the radical
idea that she was just as
valuable as any boy. (ch 1)

Her condition was critical.
(ch 3)

The attack became
international news. (ch 3)

The girl the Taliban tried to
silence had become a global
leader. (ch 4)

 Schools began teaching
about her activism. (ch 6)

Surviving the Taliban's
attack was a gift.
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Name: Date:

Multiple Choice

1. How did Malala's father's views on girls'
education differ from the cultural norm in
Swat Valley?
A. He was against education for everyone, boys
and girls.
B. He believed girls should be educated and
celebrated Malala's birth.
C. He did not want any of his children to attend
school.
D. He preferred boys just like others in his
community.

2. What was the immediate impact of the
Taliban's arrival in the Swat Valley on daily
life?
A. Educational opportunities improved for all
children.
B. The area became more modern and open-
minded.
C. There was a rise in girls' sports and activities.
D. Music disappeared and television sets were
destroyed.

3. What was the Taliban’s reaction to
Malala’s blogs about girls’ rights?
A. They threatened her and eventually
attempted to silence her violently.
B. They ignored her completely and moved
to another region.
C. They encouraged more girls to write about
their experiences.
D. They offered her a scholarship to continue
her education.

4. Why was Malala’s speech at the United
Nations particularly significant?
A. It focused on her personal revenge against
the Taliban.
B. It challenged world leaders to fight for
every child's right to education.
C. It was mainly about the need for more
advanced technology in schools.
D. It only reflected on her experience and
never mentioned other children.

Written Response to Reading

Reader Trivia

Read the questions carefully. Choose the answer that fits the question best.

How did Malala turn a personal tragedy into a global movement? (Malala turned a
personal tragedy into a global movement by...)
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Text analysis conducted using Cathoven Language Hub (hub.cathoven.com).


