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Clive is an old, forgotten paperclip in a desk drawer. Over time, he watches the human
at the desk grow tired and stop working. One day, a new person finds Clive and gives
him a new purpose, showing that even small things can be important and useful again.

This is a ready-made student worksheet that can be given as a check for understanding
after students have finished the book. You can also gamify the trivia questions, making
this a small group activity. Answers: 1. B; 2. C; 3. C; 4. C

This vocabulary guide was created with English language learners in mind. This table
flags Tier 2 vocabulary words in every chapter. This guide includes the definitions in
context, as well as images and examples from the text.

Share background
information.

Introduce the
vocabulary to the
students. Discuss
meanings. Click here for
an instructional
routine for vocabulary.

Share the written
response to reading
prompt ahead of time as
the focus for reading.

Encourage students to
read a chapter of the
text independently or in
pairs.

Students can complete
the trivia worksheet or
make it into a game!
Either way, make time to
review answers.

Students complete the
written response to
reading prompt.

https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/reading-comprehension-worksheets-resources
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines
https://www.storyshares.org/educator-toolkit/vocabulary-resources-routines


Dear Clive, My Shiny Paperclip by Pranjwal Singh

Vocabulary Guide

Definitions were created by Achieve the Core’s Academic Word Finder by Student Achievement Partners.

minimalism
(noun)

a simple style with no extra
details

“Not just any paperclip...a
perfect example of
minimalism. (ch 1)

assertive
(adjective)

mechanical
(adjective)

cyclical
(adjective)

fibers
(noun)

depths
(noun)

plucked
(verb)

contract
(noun)

showing confidence and
saying what you mean
clearly

doing something like a
machine—without thinking
or feeling, just going
through the motions

happening again and again
in a circle, like the seasons
or day and night

tiny threads that make up
things like fabric, clothes, or
chairs

the deepest or farthest part
of a place, like the bottom or
inside of something

quickly took or grabbed
something carefully with
your fingers

a paper that says two
people agree to do
something, like a promise
written down.

Clive was not...as celebrated
as the stapler with its
assertive ka-chunk. (ch 1)

The energy, the spark...was
now reduced to a stiff,
mechanical rhythm. (ch 2)

It knew—knew in a way that
only a paperclip would—that
life was cyclical. (ch 2)

In the dim, cluttered depths
of a forgotten desk drawer...
(ch 1)

Clive could feel it seep into
the corners of the room,
settling into the fibers of
the chair... (ch 2)

The human plucked it from
obscurity, turning it over in
their fingers. (ch 2)

 As Clive clamped down on a
stack of papers—a
contract...—it felt a sense of
triumph. (ch 2)

https://tools.achievethecore.org/academic-word-finder/
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Name: Date:

Multiple Choice

1. How does the author build the
character of Clive the paperclip?
A. Showing Clive participating in human
conversations and attending meetings
B. Giving him human-like thoughts and
feelings
C. Letting him speak to people
D. Giving Clive the ability to move around
the desk and organize papers by itself

2. How does the desk atmosphere
change over time?
A. It becomes busier and chaotic, with
new objects constantly being added.
B. It becomes full of arguments.
C. It shifts from a lively, creative space to
a silent, almost tomb-like environment.
D.It stays the same throughout the story.

3. Why does Clive feel fulfilled when
the new human uses it?
A. It disliked being forgotten and needed
revenge.
B. It wanted fame and attention.
C. It realizes its endurance and
preparedness have allowed it to fulfill its
purpose when needed.
D. It was jealous of the stapler.

4. What does the dust on the desk
symbolize?
A. Excitement and energy returning to the
desk
B. An increase in human productivity
C. The passage of time and the decline of
creativity and purpose in the space
D. The room being cleaned and restored
to its former state

Written Response to Reading

Reader Trivia

Read the questions carefully. Choose the answer that fits the question best.

What realization does Clive have after being rediscovered by the new human? (After
being rediscovered by the new human, Clive realizes that...)
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Text analysis conducted using Cathoven Language Hub (hub.cathoven.com).


